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A course of eight lectures was recently given in London by Rev. J. Estlin 
Carpenter on Theology in the Book of Isaiah. Dr. Hugh Macmillan is an 
nounced as the next Cunningham lecturer. He will deliver the course in the 
spring of 1894, the subject of which will be : Recent Researches and Discov- 
eries in connection with Biblical Archaeology. 

A new forthcoming work by Canon Cheyne entitled " The Study of Criti- 
cism," is announced by himself in a recent article. He also speaks of the new 
edition of Smith's Bible Dictionary, which has been long expected, and gives 
us to understand that the articles upon the Books of the Pentateuch in the 
new edition of the Dictionary will be written by Professor Driver, author of 
the recent Introduction to the Books of the Old Testament. 

The quarterly statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund contains a large 
amount of interesting information. It gives an account of an examination for 
the first time of the pool north of Jerusalem, and tells of the discovery of a 
series of tombs with an inscription not yet read, of a careful calculation of the 
length of the cubit, of the progress under great difficulties of the work at Tel- 
Hesy, of a number of inscribed lamps recently found, of the true date of 
Sinaitic inscriptions, and of a curious examination of the mud of the Dead Sea 
which is seen to contain the bacilli of gangrene and tetanus. 

The popularity of the series of expository works called the Expositor's Bible 
is evidenced by the announcements of the English publishers concerning some 
of the volumes. Dr. Dods' "Genesis" has reached the fifth edition ; Chad- 
wick's " Exodus," Kellogg's " Leviticus," Horton's "Proverbs," Ball's "Jere- 
miah," have each passed the third thousand ; Blaikie's " Samuel," and Coxe's 
" Ecclesiastes " are beyond the fourth thousand; while in the case of Geo. 
Adam Smith's " Isaiah" the high-water mark of the eighth thousand has been 
attained. There can be no doubt that the American publishers of this series 
could give yet more gratifying reports of its wide distribution. 

The second volume of the " International Theological Library," edited by 
Profs. Briggs and Salmond, is now in the press of T. and T. Clark. It is by 
Dr. Newman Smyth, and is upon Christian Ethics. The first volume of the 
series was Dr. Driver's Introduction to the Old Testament Literature, which 
was so remarkable a success. The public has good reason to expect that each 
number of this " Library," as it appears, will take the highest place in its re- 
spective department. The same publishers announce volumes by Prof. Sal- 
mond and Dr. Paton J. Gloag. Messrs. A. and C. Black will soon issue a work 
by Rev. W. W. Peyton on The Johannine Memorabilia of Jesus, and Mac- 
millans have just published a book on The Growth and Formation of the 
Canon of the Old Testament, by Prof. H. E. Ryle, of Cambridge. 
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The new edition of Josephus's works, edited by Prof. Benedict Niese, of 
Marburg, is one volume nearer completion, Books 11-15 of the Jewish Antiq- 
uities having just appeared. In 1885 he published Books 6-10, in 1887 Books 
1-5, and in 1890 Books 16-20. In addition to these also, the two books against 
Apion, and the Life of Josephus. The text is so arranged that the paragraphs 
are marked on one side of it and the lines on the other. References are given 
to the Old Testament and to other passages in which the same narrative 
occurs. The various readings appear under the text. Prof. Niese comments 
upon the famous passage (Ant. 18 : 3 :3) concerning Christ, rejecting it as spu- 
rious, mainly because of Origen's peculiar silence about this significant testi- 
mony. He thinks it found its way into the text somewhere between the time 
of Origen and Eusebius. 

Estimates of the population of Syria vary from one to two million. Wan- 
dering desert tribes which are at one time in Syria and at another time in 
Arabia, constitute a shifting element. The fixed population is in the cities, 
towns and villages. Damascus has one hundred and fifty thousand inhabi- 
tants, and suburbs with fifty thousand more. Beirut has ninety thousand, 
Sidon seven thousand, Jaffa eight thousand, and Jerusalem twenty thousand 
inhabitants. It is now announced (though one may be cautious in accepting it) 
that the railroad building between Jaffa and Jerusalem will be ready for use 
this year. The work, which was begun in 1890, is being done by French en- 
gineers. It is said that the ticket fare to Jerusalem and return will be twenty 
francs ($4.00). Some forty thousand persons annually land at Jaffa, en route 
for the Holy City, so that the traffic will be large. Mrs. Oliphant, speaking 
from her own experience, tells us that even with the present accommodations 
Palestine may be visited with no exertion beyond the powers of a person in 
ordinary health, though neither young nor adventurous. The operation of 
the new railroad, and the modification of conditions which it will bring, besides 
the characteristics of Western civilization which will inevitably follow in its 
wake, will make the Holy Land vastly more accessible and agreeable to those 
who visit it. It is surely a change to be wished for, and yet it is with a feeling 
of sadness that we see it making, because it will in a measure rob Palestine of 
the features which have enabled Christian visitors almost to live through the 
Gospel narrative, and thus to experience its truthfulness and meaning. 

The Expository Times, apropos of several articles in the January number 
of the Jewish Quarterly Review, says that recent biblical criticism has caused 
a cleavage among the Jews between orthodox and heterodox, the advocates 
and the antagonists of the Higher Criticism, in comparison with which the 
theological controversy among Christians is but the merest rift. In modern 
Judaism the editor notes three great parties : (1) the orthodox party, which 
abides by the old with great tenacity, believing that all which has hitherto 
been held sacred regarding the laws and institutions of Moses is sacred and 
binding still. To this party of course belongs the great mass of Jews at the 
present time ; (2) the party that holds by what is called the " Breslau Juda- 
ism." This party was called into being and led by the late Prof. H. Gratz. 
It accepts the results of the most advanced criticism, in theory, but in practice 
ignores them altogether ; denying the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, 
it yet continues to hold the Passover and the Day of Atonement, and to observe 
the Sabbath, as if it were never questioned that all had come from the hand of 
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God by Moses ; (3) the radical party, whose representatives are mostly in 
England and America, few in number, but full of ability and enthusiasm. 
Looking upon the " Breslau Judaism " as a miserable compromise, they accept 
the results of criticism with a sweep which takes the Christian's breath away, 
in the sphere of ritual, and of present religious life, no less than in the sphere 
of literature, and of history. What will be the outcome of this division among 
the Jews, caused by the present Biblical study ? Few more interesting religious 
questions than this exist to-day. 

Canon Cheyne in connection with his criticism of Driver gives his ideas of 
what Old Testament scholars of the present day ought to be and to do. He 
believes in "practical " compromises, but not in "scientific " ones. With him 
the time for even a partly apologetic criticism or exegesis is almost past. He 
confesses that once he was an apologist, that is, he sought to "adapt" Old 
Testament Criticism and Exegesis to the prejudices of orthodox students by 
giving the traditional view, in its most refined form, the benefit of the doubt, 
whenever there was a sufficiently reasonable cause for doubt. Such a course 
ten years ago was needed, but now no longer. It is a hindrance, not only to 
the progress of historical truth, but to the fuller apprehension of positive evan- 
gelical principles. It is not safe. Nothing but the most " fearless " criticism, 
combined with the most genuine spiritual faith in God, and in His Son, and in 
the Holy Spirit, can be safe. A perfectly free but none the less devout criti- 
cism is, in short, the best ally, both of spiritual religion and of a sound apolo- 
getic theology. These are Dr. Cheyne's earnest convictions. He has the 
courage to avow them, and to put them in practice, as his recent Bampton 
Lectures on the Psalms amply prove. The whole question centers about two 
points, (1) What is true, permanently true, in the results already attained in 
Old Testament Criticism ? (2) What is the wise course in respect to making 
known these results to the great body of thinking Christian people ? Sincere 
and upright scholars think very differently on both of these points. To adopt 
other words of Cheyne — may the work of all scholars and critics " tend to the 
hallowing of criticism, to the strengthening of spiritual faith, and to the awak- 
ening in wider circles of a more intelligent love for the records of the Chris- 
tian revelation." 

In the Expositor for February, 1892, appears a characteristic contribution by 
Canon Cheyne, discussing the merits and defects of the new book by Prof. 
Driver on Old Testament Introduction. It contains only the first part of what 
Canon Cheyne has to say, and its thirty pages carry the criticism into the 
Books of Samuel. Further numbers of the Expositor will contain the discus- 
sion of the remaining parts of the books. Prof. Cheyne begins by stating in 
a general way the eminent qualities of the author as the book displays them : 
" (1) masterly power of selection and condensation of material, (2) a minute 
and equally masterly attention to correctness of details, (3) a very unusual de- 
gree of insight into critical methods, and of ability to apply them, (4) a truly 
religious candor and openness of mind, (5) a sympathetic interest in the diffi- 
culties of the ordinary orthodox believers." Hereupon follows a threefold 
objection to the general position of the book and its author : " (1) the book is 
to a certain extent a compromise, (2) the (partial) compromise offered cannot 
satisfy those for whom it is intended, (3) even if it were accpted, it would not 
be found to be safe." In the detailed examination of the early chapters of the 
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book, the critic finds it difficult to say too much in praise of the author's pre- 
sentation of the analysis of the Hexateuchal documents. Yet it is also 
objected that here the book does not represent the present condition of investi- 
gation and indicate the way for future progress so much as it merely exhibits 
the present position of a very clear-headed but slowly moving scholar who 
stands a little aside from the common pathway of critics. Objection is also 
taken to the statement which seems to lean toward the Mosaic authorship of 
the so-called " Song of Moses," and especially to the remarks in the book upon 
the date and the authorship of Deuteronomy. The discussion of the Priestly 
Code is regarded as " the gem of the whole book." The treatment of the 
parallel narratives of Samuel is regarded as somewhat misleading. On the 
whole, Dr. Cheyne's criticism centers itself, thus far, on the question of meth- 
od and spirit rather than of fact. What is objected to is not what has been 
said, so much as the way of saying it, and the omission of what ought to have 
been said. Without doubt the only pertinent criticisms of the book, both from 
the orthodox and liberal sides, will concern this central element, the mediating 
spirit and method which characterize it. Will this characteristic element con- 
duce to its temporary popularity and usefulness, but ultimately lead to harm 
and result in its being entirely superseded? Prof. Cheyne's objections, if well 
grounded, would seem to answer this question, or at least the latter half of it, 
n the affirmative. 



